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SUB J : REACTION TO SENATE VOTE ON CANAL TREATY 

REF: STATE 095209 

1 . MEDIA HAVE YET TO EDITORIALIZE ABOUT SENATE VOTE. ALL 
COVERAGE HAS BEEN VIA WIRE SERVICE; HEADLINE TREATMENT HAS BEEN 
MATTER-OF-FACT. 

2. VO A STRINGER ELICTED THESE REACTIONS (HEREIN PARAPHRASED) 

FROM LOCAL PERSONALITIES: 

- COL. ABUNDIO MALDONADO, MAYOR-ELECT OF GUATEMALA CITY AND 
EX-AMBASSADOR TO U.S. - AS A CONVINCED PANAMERICANIST, I AM 
FULLY SATISFIED WITH SENATE VOTE MAKING COMMON CAUSE WITH LATIN 
ASPIRATION. TREATY WILL FURTHERUNITE THE AMERICAS. 

- RAFAEL ESCOBAR, EDITOR OF LA TARDE (MODERATE) - IT 
REPRESENTS AN IMPORTANT SHIFT IN U.S. RELATIONS WITH LATIN 
AMERICA AND REDUCES THE INFLUENCE OF COMMUNIST COUNTRIES WHICH 
HAVE USED THE ISSUE AS AN ANTI-U.S. RALLYING CRY. 

- ANTONIO CACUA PRADA, COLOMBIAN AMBASSADOR TO GUATEMALA- 
A GREAT VICTORY FOR PRESIDENT CARTER AND A BOOST FOR 

THE PEOPLE OF LATIN AMERICA. 
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